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OVERVIEW 

The innovative distance education courses for graduate students were developed by Professors Mellissa 

Withers, APRU Global Health Program Director, and Shubha Kumar, Director of the USC Online MPH 

Program. First offered in 2015, the courses extend global health theory to real-world practice from an 

international, inter-disciplinary perspective. 

 

To date, hundreds of students of public health, biomedical engineering, law, medicine, philosophy, 

anthropology and several other disciplines from China, Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Singapore, 

Taiwan, the Philippine, and the U.S. have participated.  

 

The Model 

• Graduate-level, offered for credit. Courses are organized and managed by APRU. 

• At least four universities (approximately 60 students) participate in each course. 

• Universities sign on simultaneously once a week for two hours over 10 weeks through Zoom in the fall 

semester. 

• Students interact with live guest lectures by renowned global health leaders. 

• Analyze real-world case studies. 

• Students work in international teams on a final project. 

• Use a shared course website for announcements, readings, discussion boards, etc. 

 

“Distance education technology allows us to give students a truly global, collaborative 

experience without the time and expense of travel.” 

— Mellissa Withers, USC Associate Professor (Clinical)  

 

Examples of former guest speakers: 

 Jeffrey Koplan (Former Director, Centers for Disease Control, US) 

 Hiroki Nakatani (former Assistant Director General, WHO) 

 Lorraine Shamallah-Hannah (Polio Training Specialist, UNICEF) 

 Mauricio Hernandez-Avila (Previous Director General of the Institute for Public Health of 

Mexico) 
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 Jennifer McCleary-Sills (Senior Program Officer, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation) 

 Robin Smalley (Founder of NGO “Mothers2Mothers”) 

 

Global Health LIVE! / Global Health Leadership (since 2015) 

 

Through readings, assignments and live video sessions, students discover how health, foreign policy, and 

leadership relate. 

 

COURSE TOPICS INCLUDE: 

• Key trends and challenges working in global health contexts 

• Leadership and management of global health NGOs 

• The role of partnerships in global health 

• Best practices in global cross-cultural collaborations  

• Directions in global health careers 

• Health systems and workforce shortages 

 

 “Of all the MPH courses offered, I can honestly say I learned the most skills in Global 

Health LIVE! Course. My biggest takeaways from this course were learning how to work 

with a diverse group of health professionals and how to professionally communicate in 

group settings.” — Hrant Gevorgian, MPH ’17, physician 

https://apruglobalhealth.org/education-opportunities/global-health-live/
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Each week for 10 weeks, 3-5 APRU member universities sign on simultaneously for two hours. The live 

sessions provide a space for students to interact with each other and their instructors, as well as with 

prominent weekly guest speakers—high-ranking academic, government and non-profit organization 

leaders and researchers from around the world. The guest speakers present lectures and discuss 

professional challenges and successes they have faced in their global health careers. The students also 

interact asynchronously through discussion boards on the shared course website. 

 

Guest speakers from nearly every continent have tuned in to lecture and answer questions. Guest 

speakers have included:    

• Alfred Sommer (Professor, Johns Hopkins University) 

• Jeffrey Koplan (Former Director, Centers for Disease Control, US) 

• Vanessa Kerry (Founder of SEED Global Health) 

• Le Bach Duong (Specialist at the UNFPA in Vietnam) 

• Bill Magee (Founder of Operation Smile),  

• Mauricio Hernandez-Avila (Former Director General of the Institute for Public Health,  Mexico) 

• Jonathan Quick (CEO, Management of Sciences for Health) 

• Kiat Ruxrungtham (Vice President on Research Development and Innovation, Chulalongkorn 

University in Bangkok, Thailand) 

• Jennifer McCleary-Sills (Gates Foundation) 

• Robin Smalley (Founder of Mothers 2 Mothers) 

• Peter Chang (Founder of Asia Health Literacy) 

• Mariía Del Rocio Sáenz Madrigal (former Minister of Health, Costa Rica) 

• Abhsek Rimal (Regional Emergency Coordinator, International Federation of the Red Cross) 

 

“Working in these global teams helps students learn to communicate and collaborate 

with people from vastly different cultures—and time zones. Those skills are vital to 

students’ success in an increasingly global workforce.” 

— Shubha Kumar, Associate Professor of Preventive Medicine 

 

The course is managed by the APRU Global Health Program and is offered for free to university partners. 

To inquire about registering, email Dr. Mellissa Withers at mwithers@usc.edu 

mailto:mwithers@usc.edu
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Global Health Ethics in Research and Practice  

 

 

“Ethical Issues in Global Health,” was first offered in fall 2016 and introduces some of the major ethical 

challenges in global health practice and research. In an interactive learning environment this course 

explores ethical principles in the distribution of health resources, the conduct of global public health 

research and the implementation of public health initiatives and practices across different nations, 

cultures and religions, as well as differences in the concepts of right and wrong. Utilizing multiple 

formats including case studies, class discussions, interactions with key international ethicists, and role 

play, the course shed lights on ethical dilemmas that impact biomedical and psychosocial Human 

Subjects research. 

 

“There is a major gap in public health education and training at many schools because 

they don’t teach ethics—and if they do, it’s not in a practical way. Issues such as privacy, 

mandatory vaccination, and the ethics around new global diseases like Zika, are 

emerging and the ethical decisions on how to handle them aren’t black and white but 

instead often culturally determined.” -Mellissa Withers, Associate Professor 

 



 5 

Students are exposed to a broad range of ethical principles and moral theories that will help students gain 

an understanding of 1) the definitions of global health ethics and bioethics, 2) the protocol and systems 

in place to ensure adherence to ethical principles; and 3) how different stakeholders and cultures may 

interpret ethics differently.  

 

Timely and often contentious topics currently in the news are discussed, such as end-of-life care, genetic 

testing, anti-vaxxers, human genome editing, privacy in research, medical conscientious objection, 

commercial surrogacy, and access to surgical care. Through the application of case studies on ethical 

challenges from real-world situations, students analyze and discuss the complexities of public health 

practice and research ethics in a global context.  

 

Given global health practice is typically conducted in team settings with members from various backgrounds 

and cultural contexts, this course provides students with an opportunity to work with peers across 

institutions and regions to develop and hone skills in research ethics and cultural competency (in addition 

to an expanded professional network).   

 

“This course not only presented interesting subject materials, but gave me the unique 

opportunity to interact with students from all over the world. The logistics of bringing 

everyone together from several different time zones made for a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience in which I was able to see how international students think and learn.” -

Chantel Aftab, USC 

 

The course is managed by the APRU Global Health Program and is offered for free to university partners. 

To inquire about registering, email Dr. Mellissa Withers at mwithers@usc.edu. 

 

mailto:mwithers@usc.edu
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